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• work with local 
governments

• provide economic 
data & research

• strategies & tools



Park County, MT Ocean Township, NJ

Wenatchee, WAAustin, TX
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Aren’t some places simply too dangerous?”





Workshop with 150 construction industry workers



Top referrals

1. Learn Leap Online realtor continuing education

2. Realtor.com
3. Redfin.com home value estimator

4. Bob Vila home improvement TV show
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Do we really need codes & zoning?”



Create the support
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Congress identified earthquake-related losses could 
be reduced through:

Improved design & construction methods

Land use controls and redevelopment

Advancing science, research, & development

Building codes, training, and outreach



Overcome the opposition





Build local capacity





Codes, zoning, & 
ordinances
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structures

Strategic public 
investment



Evaluate Reach of Federal Programs



$1 Billion
over 5 years

• Created in the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law

• Competitive grants

• Prioritizes high-risk, low-
income communities

• Round 1 announced in March
• Round 2 was due October 31



High-risk, low-income places were prioritized...

89%
high risk

11%

High risk places 
received 89% of funding

93% 
low-income

7%

Low-income places 
received 93% of funding

…but low-capacity places were less successful.  

43%
low-capacity

56%

Low-capacity places 
received less than half of grants



Improving access to wildfire grants





4,000+ communities have
high wildfire risk & low capacity



Access to Technical Support





The moral imperative



Thank you!
headwaterseconomics.org/contact

Newsletter

Patty Hernandez
Executive Director
patty@headwaterseconomics.org
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